Newbury Boat Company Newsletter

Summer 2017

The Nature Bit…….. We have been telling you for ages that we have otters in the area, and now, thanks to Steve
and Linda we have photographic evidence. And not only an otter – we now know we also have nocturnal visits from a fox
and a hedgehog too! Dog Otters have large territories, so we thought we may not see it often, but so far it is being captured
regularly on the camera, so perhaps there is a female in the area too?
Some Tree Bumblebees have decided to nest in a bird box at the river end of the marina, they are fairly tucked away, but we
have put a sign up so you can pass them carefully – they shouldn’t bother you if you don’t bother them and will be gone
once they have finished nesting. Our honey bees are finally settling down. We have discovered year two of keeping bees is a
steep learning curve. We were kindly given another swarm in early spring; they have come from a feral colony which has
lived in the General Post Office in Newbury for many years. Feral colonies are quite rare now, so the fact they survive means
they are hygienic bees which control varoa mites well themselves. They are also good natured and developing well as a
colony. Our original bees are re-queening at the moment. So we don’t
become bee bores, if you would like details on the hows and whys please
do ask. If all continues well we should have honey to sell in the late
Summer – fingers crossed.
The Borage we grew from seed has done well and the bees are enjoying it.
We understand the flowers are edible and can be used in salads or Pims!
Sounds like a new addition for this summers BBQ – see the date below!
Also below, we have some tips for conserving water while out boating
this summer, as the dry weather has continued it’s important to use canal
water supplies carefully.

Summer get together and BBQ
th

This years BBQ will be on Saturday 5 August, here in the marina as normal.
Time to be here – we normally say 4pm with the aim to serve food at about 6, but it is all
flexible and weather dependent. We are pretty weather proof now.
As always, we will provide our secret recipe BBQ Ribs and Chicken, which we marinade
and then cook in our Aga, and finish on the BBQ – no half cooked burnt offerings here!
We also have a separate BBQ for vegetarian food.
We ask you to bring a ‘salad’ dish, desert or nibbles. Please let Emma know what you
intend to bring, just so not everyone brings coleslaw, or green salad. You have brought
such wonderful dishes the last 6 years; it has made a really great evening.
Please also bring something to drink and something to sit on. Derek will of course provide
his home brew as normal!
If you have any questions please do ask; we look forward to seeing you on the 5th August.

Chandlery and Paint Orders
Don’t forget we can order items for you from Midland Chandlers, Aquafax and
Symphony Narrow Boat Paint.
This is the paint we use, and have had success with. If you order through us, there will be
no delivery costs and depending on the order size we may be able to offer prices better
than recommended retail price.
We have free delivery from Midland Chandlers, so if you know the item you would like,
simply give Emma the part number no later than Monday, and it will be delivered here on
a Wednesday. If you would like help choosing items let us know what you are planning
and we will see which products we think will work best. As we have said in news letters
before, technology moves on, so often there are new products on the market that will work
better for you than simply replacing like for like. Please do ask – we are here to help.

Simple steps to
saving water:
1. Share the experience –
share locks wherever
possible, even if you wait a
while for another boat.
2. Shut up! – shut all gates
and paddles after use, unless
there are signs advising
otherwise.
3. Spot boats ahead – if the
lock is against you and there
is a boat in sight, allow them
through first.
4. Spot leaks – report
leakages or damage to
paddles and weirs to CRT –
tel: 03030 404040 ensuring
you know the location
before you call.
5. Set locks to save water –
especially when in a flight
of locks, ensure the lower
lock is filling before you
empty the top lock to ensure
the water goes into the lock
and is not wasted over the
weir.

K&A Canal Trust Waterway Festival
nd

Don’t forget the Waterway Festival in Newbury on 22
23rd July. It’s not too late to book your boat in if you
would like to attend, or simply go along on the Sunday to
enjoy the stalls in Victoria Park, Duck Race and of course
the Beatle Mania themed decorated boats.

Derek and Emma Holiday
In the Spring Newsletter we told you we will be away from
8th June. Sadly, our holiday to Iceland has been cancelled
because the small ship we were due to join has damaged its
stabilisers so badly the company has cancelled the whole
Iceland season.
So we can have a quick break we are now going to
Cornwall from 26th to29th June and will think about
Iceland for next year. Because we are away at the end of
the month you will have this newsletter and a moorings
invoice (if you are due one) a little earlier than normal.
Tina will be here while we are away, but not necessarily all
day everyday, so if you need gas or electric cards etc please
call her on the office phone to check she will be available.

Newbury Racecourse Party in the
Paddock
There will be a mixture of music events after racing again
this summer.
29th June Irish Night., with live Irish music after racing.
6th July Motown & Soul Live after racing
13th July Newbury Night
22nd July Jess Glynne
27th July Throwback Thursday Disco
19th August is Ladies Day, with Olly Murs performing
For full details see www.newburyracecourse.co.uk

Mooring Lines
A polite reminder, when you leave your berth, please try
and ensure the boats moored next to you are still tied to
another boat. If you have untied yourself from a
neighbouring boat, please see they are tied to another
neighbour instead. If everyone can do this, it saves boats
drifting too far. If you are struggling to sort this, please
let one of us know and we will help.

Thank you and Best Wishes
Sadly this June is probably the last time Tina will be
looking after you all when we are away, as ‘Go For It’ is
moving on to pastures new. We wish Tina all the best and
thank her very much for her help for the last few years.
You may notice we are advertising for a Part Time Marina
Warden as we endeavour to get away more in the future.

Algae Zapper Kinver Canopies now sell a product to
get rid of and prevent green growth on boat canopies.
It is simply sprayed on and if not too badly effected the
contamination washes off with the rain. Currently only sold
in 5 ltr size (which makes 30 ltrs once diluted) we have
purchased one to try, so if you would like to purchase a
small amount to try please do ask. Kinver also recommend
Fabsil Gold for waterproofing canopies, especially after
cleaning.
Purchasing a canopy is a big expense on your boat, so it is
worth the time and effort to keep it clean and protected.

Wet Wipes.
This is a reminder to everyone, especially those with
cassette toilets – you MUST NOT put wet wipes of any
sort into your loo because they block our pumping system
and those of the Canal & River Trust too.
As we have told you, we had great expense and
inconvenience last year when our pump was blocked with
wet wipes and very often now CRT pump out stations are
blocked in the same way.
If you must use them, even if the pack says flushable – DO
NOT FLUSH WIPES. To keep you boat loo system
happy, as the saying goes, do not flush anything you
haven’t eaten first, toilet paper excepted and that in
moderation, preferably the cheap stuff that dissolves easily.

Road Resurfacing
We are very fortunate that our lane from the London
Road to our entrance will be re-surfaced soon. At time of
writing we don’t have a date yet, but while it is being
done access to the marina may not be possible.
We will give you as much notice as we can of the date,
but are re reliant on the council letting us know.
We understand that when it is finished the cycle path will
no longer be marked with an extra green coating, there
will just be white lines – but we have asked that there are
extra Bicycle symbols marked on the road instead.
As always, please watch for cyclists as you enter and exit
the marina, and also as you turn the corner coming from
the London road.

Mooring at BEL & THE DRAGON
We received a letter from this pub in Reading - near
Blakes lock, offering free mooring for customers. They
also offer free water and wifi and the possibility of
electric hook up. They say they can accommodate narrow
boats up to 70ft and wide beam up to 60ft.
This could be a good alternative to mooring by Tesco’s,
which we found rather unpleasant last summer.
They haven’t said if you can reserve a mooring – I
suspect it will be pot luck when you arrive. If you can’t
get in there, we recommend you go downstream to
Sonning where there are good EA towpath moorings
upstream of Sonning lock.
Derek’s Moans. It was suggested to us that Derek should
have a ‘moans’ section in the newsletter – there isn’t
much room in this issue so you are getting of lightly first
time! Recycling… we keep finding obviously recyclable
items like plastic bottles in the general waste. Please take
more care and ask guests to recycle too.

